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Table 1-Selected Physico-chemical properties of the soil
used in the experiment
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Soil properties Soil1  Soil2  Sail 3
pH sl 764 766  7.68
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OC% Ji o8 034 053 032
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Table 2-Selected properties of the alfalfa residue used in the experiment
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Chemical propertice  pH EC (dS/m) 0OC% total N %
@i olS bl
1 : 2.
Alfaalfa residue 7.15 6.5 38 98
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pH and EC were determined in 1:5 ratio of alfalfa residue and solution
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Figure 1- A view of the experimental units
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Table 3- Analysis of variance effect of type of fertilizer, different levels of nitrogen and calcium carbonate concentration of
the soil on the nitrogen volatilization from soil asammonia
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geve iy IO Degree of freedom mean of squares
Sour ces of variation SB 0,5 1 595 059,50
(Mg N. g sail)
% & 3 45.571*
Type of fertilizer
D 2 171.065°*
Rate of Nitrogen
o oeeekSdae 2 2006.439*°
Calcium carbonate concentration
u)9)~:’ gl X358 g9 . 6 16.374**
Type of fertilizer* Rate of Nitrogen
lS DS gl 255 g 6 13.088"
Type of fertilizer* Calcium carbonate concentration
el LS e X (5950 e 4 71.171%
Rate of Nitrogen* Calcium carbonate concentration
oS Sl S aw X590 s X 368 g8 12 4.720%*
Type of fertilizer* Rate of Nitrogen* Calcium carbonate concentration
ridlefl sl 7 0.235
Experimental error
TY el ss o o

Source of variation

**P <0.01
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Figure 2- The effect of type of fertilizer on the amount of volatilized nitrogen from soil asammonia during 25 days of
incubation
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Figure 3- The effect of rate of application of nitrogen on the amount of volatilized nitrogen from soil asammonia
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Figure 4- The effect of concentration of soil calcium carbonate on the amount of volatilized nitrogen from soil asammonia
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Table 4- Interaction of type of fertilizer and nitrogen levels on the amount of volatilized nitrogen from soil asammonia
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Type of fertilizer
O} T g 29! igel C\dgu Pigel Ol s 98 g ns] —2 59
Rate of nitrogen (kg/ha)  Urea Ammonium sulfate Ammonium nitrate Urea- Sulfuric acid
SL 05 )3 Gj9sk 059,50
(Mg N/g soil)

0 6.842 ¢ 6.842 ¢ 6.842 g 6.842 g

200 13.08 b 10.68 d 9.107 ¢ 9.672 ¢

400 16.03 a 12.34 ¢ 11.18d 8418 f
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Table 5- Interaction of type of fertilizer and concentration of soil calcium carbonate on the amount of volatilized nitrogen
from soil asammonia
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Calcium carbonate Urea Aimmornun? wljate Ammonium nitrate Urea- Sulfuric acid
concentration (%) P35 0 03955 259,50
(g N/g soil) S'&
20 4.375h 3.225i 2.933i 29751
27 6.97¢ 5.818f 5.458gf 4.972¢g
35 24.64 a 20.82b 18.73¢c 16.99 d
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Table 6- Interaction of rate of application of nitrogen and concentration of soil calcium carbonate on the amount of
volatilized nitrogen from soil asammonia
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(g NIg s0il) S 05 ;3 39 4,59 5ee
0 235h 479 f 13.39¢
200 3406 g 6.004 ¢ 2249b
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Table 7- Interaction of type of fertilizer , rate of application of nitrogen and concentration of soil calcium carbonate on
amount of volatilized nitrogen from soil asammonia

03950 Tolaw 9395 £45 Calcium Carbonate concentration (%)
Typeof fertilizer and ratesof N 20 27 35
(UN.gsoil) S 0,5 ;5 459540 2,595
aals 2351 4.79 Imn 13.39g
Blank
291395 ete S8R > Bgsis p S Y 4.525mn 747 27.25b
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Table 8- Analysis of variance effect of type of fertilizer, different levels of nitrogen and plant residue content on the nitrogen
volatilization from soil asammonia

3131 4y Silay po 3uSilo
gove iy FIIo) Degree of freedom mean of square
Sour ces of variation S 2)5 13 590505 059,50
(1 N.g sail)
% & 3 93.865™
Type of fertilizer
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Level of plant residue
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Type of fertilizer* Rate of Nitrogen
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Type of fertilizer* Level of plant residue
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Rate of Nitrogen* Level of plant residue
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Type of fertilizer* Rate of Nitrogen* Level of plant residue
- ] 2
ileil st 72 0.000139
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Source of variation
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Figure5- The effect of type of fertilizer on the amount of volatilized nitrogen from soil asammonia
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Figure 6- The effect of rate of application of nitrogen on the amount of volatilized nitrogen from soil asammonia
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Figure 7- The effect of different levels of plant residue on the amount of volatilized nitrogen from soil asammonia
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Table 9- Interaction of type of fertilizer and nitrogen levels on the amount of volatilized nitrogen from soil asammonia

Typeof fertilizer 45 g4
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SB 0,5 33 i 059,50
(1 N.g sail)

0 3.317¢g 3.317¢g 3.317¢g 3.317¢g
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Table 10- Interaction of type of fertilizer and application levelsof plant residue on the amount of volatilized nitrogen from
soil asammonia
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Table 11- Interaction of rate of application of nitrogen and application levels of plant residue on the amount of volatilized
nitrogen from soil asammonia

2L Ll 3, robw
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Table 12- effect of type of fertilizer, Rates of nitrogen and plant residue content on the nitr ogen volatilization from soil as

ammonia
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Introduction: Selecting the right source of nutrient in a particular cropping situation requires a consideration
of economic, environmental, and social objectives. One of the objectives is to keep all nutrient losses to a
minimum. Since the use of nitrogen chemical fertilizers began more than 100 years ago, it has been recognized
that it can be lost as gaseous ammonia when an ammonical fertilizer is applied to calcareous soil. A process by
which nitrogen exit from the soil in form of ammonia and enter to the atmosphere is called volatilization.
Agricultural practices (use of chemical and animal fertilizers) are known as major sources of ammonia
volatilization into the atmosphere. Nitrogen losses not only economically but also in terms of environment
pollution is important. Ammonia volatilization is one way of the nitrogen losses from agricultural and non-
agricultural ecosystems. A variety of soil chemical properties interact with environmental conditions at the site
of the fertilizer application to determine the extent of NH; loss. This article study some of the major factors that
contribute to NH; loss from N fertilizer. The aims of this study were to evaluate the impacts of concentrations of
soil calcium carbonate (experiment 1), plant residue application (experiment 2), nitrogen fertilizer rate and
source on volatilization of ammonia from soil.

Materials and Methods. Two factorial experiment with 36 treatments, three replications and 108
experimental unit for 25 days at a constant temperature of 30 © C were conducted using a completely randomized
design. The experimental treatments were three concentrations of soil calcium carbonate (20, 27 and 35% in
experiment 1), three alfalfa plant residue application rates (0, 2.5 and 5% w/w in experiment 2), three rates of
nitrogen (0, 200 and 400 kg/ha), four sources of nitrogen (urea, ammonium nitrate, ammonium sulfate and urea-
sulfuric acid). Fertilizers were added to soil samples in form of solution and the moisture of soils was brought to
field capacity. Samples were placed into special jars and amount of nitrogen volatilization were measured.

Results and Discussion: The results showed that ammonia volatilization from soil increased as the
concentration of soil calcium carbonate, rates of nitrogen and alfalfa plant residues application increased. In first
experiment the highest amount of nitrogen volatilization rate, as ammonia (33.21 pgr N/gr soil) was measured
from 400kgN/ha soil for urea fertilizer and 35 percent calcium carbonate. Also the lowest amount (11.99
ngrN/gr soil) was obtained from 20 percent calcium carbonate without application of any nitrogen fertilizer. In
this experiment, with an increase in the amount of soil calcium carbonate by 15%, the amount of volatilized
nitrogen in the form of ammonia were six times. By increasing the amount of soil calcium carbonate of from 20
to 27% the amount of nitrogen losses as ammonia slightly increased but with a further increase of calcium
carbonate (from 27 to 35%) the amount of nitrogen losses increased a lot and this increase was higher than the
initial increase. The presence of calcium carbonate in the soil increase soil pH and ammonia volatilization. In
second experiment the highest amount of nitrogen volatilization rate, as ammonia (32.28 ugr N/gr soil) was
measured from 400kgN/ha soil for urea- acid sulfuric fertilizer and 5 percent of plant residues. Also the lowest
amount (0.33 pgrN/gr soil) was obtained from soil without application of any nitrogen fertilizer and plant
residues. The most of nitrogen losses in the form of ammonia in the amount of 15.34 micrograms per gram of
soil was obtained from level of 5% of alfalfa residue. With the 2.5 percent increase in the alfalfa residue rate,
ammonia volatilization from soil increased in rate of 3.24 micrograms per gram of soil and by increasing it from
2.5 to 5%, nitrogen volatilization increased in the amount of 8.88 micrograms per gram of soil.

Conclusion: The loss of nitrogen as ammonia with application of nitrogen fertilizers and without application
of residues was as urea> ammonium sulfate> ammonium nitrate > urea-sulfuric acid and with application of crop
residues was as urea-sulfuric acid <ammonium nitrate <urea <ammonium sulfate. It is recommended that in
calcareous soils for the supply of nitrogen, urea-sulfuric acid and in the next place ammonium nitrate fertilizer to
be used.
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